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((CNNCNN)) —  — Call him “Mr. Bam,” the “Elvis of TV chefs” or simply Emeril, this forerunner of “New New Orleans” cuisine has

a name that precedes him.
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a name that precedes him.

As one of the first hosts on the original Food Network line-up, Emeril Lagasse not only put the Big Easy on the map – he

elevated the role of chef to superstar status.

It might come as a surprise that the ambassador of New Orleans cuisine is actually a Yankee, raised in Fall River,

Massachusetts, and earning his culinary chops at Johnson and Wales University.

Lagasse turned down a full music scholarship to go to culinary school.

After training under fine dining chefs at restaurants in Paris and Lyon in France and New York City, Boston and

Philadelphia in America, Lagasse was tapped by restaurateurs Dick and Ella Brennan to oversee New Orleans institution

Commander’s Palace.

He started exploring New Orleans right away.

“If I could understand the culture, I could understand the people. And if I understood the culture and the people, I could

understand the food. And that’s how I approached it,” Lagasse says.
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He's the Elvis of TV chefs
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For more than 30 years, Emeril Lagasse has built an empire on the elevated traditions of contemporary Creole and Cajun

foods that includes 11 restaurants, 19 best-selling cookbooks, a dozen prestigious awards, a handful of TV shows, an

eponymous philanthropy foundation and an entire grocery and cookware line.

He’s even had his recipes launched into space for the crew aboard NASA’s shuttle Discovery, making him one of the few

chefs to go completely out of this world.

Naturally, Lagasse has ideas about how to eat and drink well in New Orleans when you travel here:
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Pho Tau Bay
Louisiana is known for its Creole and Cajun populations, but it’s also home to a longstanding Vietnamese community

that makes this an incredible destination for authentic eats. Emeril is among the countless fans that have made Pho Tau

Bay a cult favorite on Tulane Avenue in New Orleans. His go-to picks: chargrilled pork spring rolls and chicken pho.

The Warehouse District

New Orleans' Warehouse District sprung up in the 19th century to store goods passing through the port.
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New Orleans' Warehouse District sprung up in the 19th century to store goods passing through the port.

For a NOLA first timer, the French Quarter and Garden District are both no-brainers. But Lagasse is all about the

Warehouse District, the revitalized downtown arts sector home to the Contemporary Arts Center, the Ogden Museum of

Southern Art, The National WWII Museum, and, naturally, Emeril’s flagship restaurant, which opened in 1990.

R E L AT E D  A R T I C L ER E L AT E D  A R T I C L E New guard NOLA chef shares her favorite spots

Domilise’s
A champion of po’boy sandwiches, no-frills joint Domilise’s has remained a beloved neighborhood staple for nearly a

century. Tourists, locals and even internationally acclaimed chefs such as Lagasse all mingle here for irresistible fried

shrimp and oysters wedged between fresh, crispy Leidenheimer bread, the way it was intended.
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Davenport Lounge at The Ritz Carlton
It’s easy to make an entire weekend of Big Easy eating, but eventually you’ll have to sit back and digest. Fortunately,

New Orleans is also the birthplace of jazz, which means there’s everything from Dixieland brass to acid jazz happening

at any given night around town. Lagasse likes the low-key Davenport Lounge, where headliner Jeremy Davenport’s

music pairs nicely with craft cocktails.

The bar at Emeril’s New Orleans
When you own one of NOLA’s top restaurants, it makes sense that you’d want to hang out there sometimes. Lagasse’s

namesake spot on Tchoupitoulas Street remains his favorite place for a glass of wine (which has picked up Wine

Spectator’s prestigious “Grand Award” every year since 2000).

Carly Fisher is an award-winning journalist and author whose work has been featured in publications like GQ, CNN, Fodors

Travel, Bon Appetit, Food & Wine, Brides, Saveur, Edible and NBC. She lives and works in Brooklyn, where she is currently

working on her first book through The Countryman Press due 2019.

PA I D  C O N T E N T

Costa Rica Vacation Packages Are Now On Sale, All
Inclusives, Flights & More
Sponsored: Search ads

2023 All Inclusive Vacations Are On Sale Now, Top
Resorts
Sponsored: Vacations | Search Ads

Pizza Hut creates massive
pepperoni pizza, breaks
world record
Travel Videos

Everything you need to know
about Kylie Jenner's lion's
head outfit
Style Videos

Kim Kardashian buys
Attallah Cross pendant worn
by Princess Diana
Style Videos

Bessie Coleman, pioneering
pilot, now has her own
Barbie
Style Videos

http://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/new-orleans/dining/davenport-lounge
http://emerilsrestaurants.com/emerils-new-orleans
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://bestsearches.net/index.php?rgid=437013&gclid=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://bestsearches.net/index.php?rgid=287265&gclid=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.cnn.com/videos/travel/2023/01/20/pizza-hut-world-record-largest-pizza-cprog-orig-tp-aw.cnn?hpt=ob_blogfooterold&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.cnn.com/style/article/kylie-jenner-lion-head-dress-schiaparelli-haute-couture-week/?hpt=ob_blogfooterold&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.cnn.com/style/article/kim-kardashian-diana-attallah-cross-intl-scli/?hpt=ob_blogfooterold&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.cnn.com/style/article/bessie-coleman-barbie-doll-cec/?hpt=ob_blogfooterold&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.cnn.com/style/article/italy-looted-ancient-artifacts-return-scli-intl/?hpt=ob_blogfooterold&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.cnn.com/style/article/met-gala-2023-chairs/?hpt=ob_blogfooterold&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.cnn.com/videos/arts/2023/01/23/hong-kong-palace-museum-lunar-new-year-2023-intl-hnk-spc.cnn?hpt=ob_blogfooterold&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.cnn.com/style/article/balkrishna-doshi-architect-death/?hpt=ob_blogfooterold&obOrigUrl=true

